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(57) ABSTRACT

A skin-stiffener transition assembly (1) with a skin (4) and
two L-shaped fiber-reinforced fabric preforms (2, 3) for a
flange and a composite gusset filler (5) integrated between
said skin (4) and said two L-shaped fiber-reinforced fabric
preforms (2, 3). The skin (4) comprises two separate skin
layers (7, 8) and the flange comprises a flange layer (6), each
of said skin layers (7, 8) and said flange layer (6) being
provided with cut outs (9, 10) along one side. Said skin layers
(7, 8) and the flange layer (6) are attached to the composite
gusset filler (5) with at least one of its cut-outs (9, 10) to one
side of the essentially polygonal cross section of the compos-
ite gusset filler (5) and with at least one of its adjacent cut-outs
(9, 10) to another side of the essentially polygonal cross
section of the composite gusset filler (5). The present inven-
tion relates as well to a method of manufacture of said skin-
stiffener transition assembly (1) and to applications of said
skin-stiffener transition assembly (1).

20 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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SKIN-STIFFENER TRANSITION ASSEMBLY,
METHOD OF MANUFACTURE AND
APPLICATION OF SAID SKIN-STIFFENER
TRANSITION ASSEMBLY

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to European patent appli-
cation No. 12 400016.7 filed May 22, 2012, the disclosure of
which is incorporated in its entirety by reference herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

(1) Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a skin-stiffener transition
assembly and to a method of manufacture of said skin-stift-
ener transition assembly. The present invention relates as well
to applications of said skin-stiffener transition assembly.

(2) Description of Related Art

Fiber composite spars or skin-stiffener transitions are
made by binding two “C” channels together to form a web
with flanges. The channels may comprise a plurality of plies
of fiber fabrics either in dry state or pre-impregnated with
resin. When the channels are joined at the webs, an interstice
or so-called interstice occurs along the flange because of
these radii. Typically a gusset filler fills the interstice.

The skin-stiffener transitions are sensitive towards loads
pulling off the flanges from the skin and/or sensitive towards
impacts against the flanges.

The document U.S. Pat. No. 6,562,436 (Al) discloses a
laminated composite (multi-ply) radius filler includes a plu-
rality of woven fabric reinforced plies cut to fill a radius gap
(including, if appropriate, intentional overfill) to increase
absolute strength, to increase specific strength, or to reduce
cost by reducing cracking and distortion in the radius of a
composite assembly. The present invention also describes the
method of manufacture and method of use for such laminated
composite radius filler.

The document U.S. Ser. No. 2009/0317587 A1 discloses a
composite stiffener fabricated using preforms of laminated,
unidirectional composite tape. The stiftener includes a void
that is reinforced by a filler wrapped with a structural adhe-
sive. The surfaces of the preforms surrounding the void
include a layer of composite fabric which is bonded to the
filler by the adhesive, thereby increasing the toughness of
stiffeners around the void and improving pull-off strength of
the stiffener.

The document EP 0339 223 A1 discloses a fabric for mak-
ing a constructional part, especially a hardened resin-satu-
rated constructional part, the fabric consisting of an industrial
yarn, such as particularly aramid fiber, carbon fiber, ceramic
fiber or glass fiber, and proposes, in order to increase the
proportion of reinforcing textile structure, that the fabric con-
sists of two warp systems, of which the second serves for
forming folds fastened to the first warp system at both ends, as
seen in cross-section, the two warp systems being connected
to one another at the fold ends by means of fixing wefts. The
textile structure can advantageously be produced in one
piece; there is no need for a multi-part construction making it
more expensive.

The document U.S. Pat. No. 4,909,655 A discloses a joint
for aircraft wing skins which have previously been connected
to support substructures by rivets or other mechanical fasten-
ers which create stress points and leakage points when air-
craft wings are filled with fuel. Interleaved plies of a compos-
ite fabric are used to mechanically interlock the wing skin and
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support substructure. The structural integrity of the connec-
tion joint between wing skin and support substructure is
increased.

The document U.S. Pat. No. 3,185,605 A discloses lami-
nates of glass cloth, felted fibers, knitted cloth, parallel
threads or paper, bonded with cold-setting or thermosetting
resin made with selected areas left unbonded by interleaving
the layers in those areas, or parts thereof adjacent to the areas
to be bonded, with sheets, e.g. of polyvinyl chloride or poly-
thene, incompatible with the resin and holding them under
pressure during impregnation of the layers with, and curing
of, the resin. The unbonded layers may later be interleaved or
otherwise combined with the layers of other laminates to
make shaped articles.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Itis an objective of the invention to provide a skin-stiffener
transition with a composite gusset filler that better meets the
challenges faced with structural loading. It is a further objec-
tive of the invention to provide a method of manufacture of
said skin-stiffener transition with said composite gusset filler
and applications for said skin-stiffener transition with a com-
posite gusset filler.

The solution is provided with a skin-stiffener transition
with a composite gusset filler and a method of manufacture of
said skin-stiffener transition with a composite gusset filler. A
further solution is provided with applications of said skin-
stiffener transition composite with a gusset filler.

According to the invention a skin-stiffener transition
assembly is provided with a skin, and two L-shaped fiber-
reinforced fabric preforms for a flange and a composite gusset
filler integrated between said skin and said two L-shaped
fiber-reinforced fabric preforms. Said composite gusset filler
is preformed to an essentially polygonal cross section. The
skin comprises two separate skin layers and the flange com-
prises a flange layer. Each of said skin layers and said flange
layer are provided with cut outs along one side and at least one
of'said cut outs is bent relative to at least one adjacent cut out.
Said skin layers and the flange layer are attached to the com-
posite gusset filler with at least one of their cut-outs to one
side of the essentially polygonal cross section of the compos-
ite gusset filler and with at least one of their adjacent cut-outs
to another side of the essentially polygonal cross section of
the composite gusset filler. According to an advantage of the
invention the suitable arrangement of alternating cut outs
from different skin layers or said flange layer along the sides
of the polygonal composite gusset filler prevents the propa-
gation of cracks along any of the skin and/or the two L-shaped
fiber-reinforced fabric preforms for the flange next to the
edges of the embedded polygonal composite gusset filler.

According to a preferred embodiment of the invention the
bent cut-outs are bent with an angle <90° relative to their
respective plains of said skin layers, preferably with an angle
<60° relative to their respective plains of said skin layers, or
the bent cut-outs are bent with an angle <90°relative to their
respective plain of said flange layer, preferably with an angle
<30° relative to their respective plain of said flange layer.

According to a further preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion the essentially polygonal cross section of the composite
gusset filler is triangular or trapezoidal.

According to a further preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion the composite gusset filler is cut with the trapezoidal
cross section from a prepreg or pressed multilayered com-
pound plate for an integration into the inventive skin-stiffener
transition assembly without any further processing.
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According to a further preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion the composite gusset filler is rolled from tapes or tissues
and subsequently shaped to the essentially polygonal cross
section.

According to a further preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion the depth of the cut outs are adapted to the dimensions of
the cross section of the composite gusset filler such that the
cut outs preferably reach from one edge to the next edge of the
essentially polygonal cross section.

According to a further preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion the lengths of the cut outs at a side of at least one preform
are adapted to the lengths of the cut outs at a side of at least
one intersecting preform such that the cut outs of one layer
can intersect smoothly with the cut outs of an adjacent layerto
avoid any protrusions in the plains formed by the intersection
of said skin layers or by the intersection of said skin layers
with said flange layer.

According to a further preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion the cut outs are not rectangular to the side of at least one
preform to allow a curved composite gusset filler.

According to a preferred embodiment of the invention a
method of manufacture of said skin-stiffener transition
assembly with an integrated composite gusset filler com-
prises the steps of providing a skin with skin layers and a
flange with a flange layer, cutting along one side of each of
said skin layers and said flange layer and bending open a part
or all of the cut-outs along the one cut side of each of said skin
layers and said flange layer. Further a semi-finished compos-
ite gusset filler is provided. Said cut outs are attached along
the cut sides to the composite gusset filler with the bent open
cut-outs to at least one side of the essentially polygonal cross
section of the composite gusset filler and with the remaining
cut-outs to another side of the essentially polygonal cross
section of the composite gusset filler.

According to a further preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion the semi-finished composite gusset filler is cut by ultra-
sonic cutting from a pre-compacted or pressed preform.

According to a further preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion the semi-finished composite gusset filler is made by
braiding and by subsequently pressing to a round, trapezoidal
or triangular shape.

According to a further preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion said cut outs are glued along the cut sides to the compos-
ite gusset filler.

According to a preferred embodiment of the invention said
skin-stiffener transitions with a composite gusset filler are
applied to helicopter airframes, helicopter structural parts,
airplane doors, airplane frame manufacturing and/or non-
aerospace applications.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

A preferred embodiment of the invention is described in
the following description with reference to the attached draw-
ings.

FIG.11is a sectional view of a skin-stiffener transition with
an integrated composite gusset filler according to the inven-
tion,

FIG. 2 is an exploded view of a skin-stiffener transition and
a composite gusset filler according to the invention,

FIG. 3 is a three dimensional view of an assembly of
skin-stiffener transition and a composite gusset filler accord-
ing to FIG. 2,

FIG. 4 is a top view of a detail of the skin-stiffener transi-
tion according to the invention, and
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FIG. 5 is a cross sectional view of a device for providing a
composite gusset filler according to FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

As shown in FIG. 1 a skin-stiffener transition 1 comprises
two essentially L-shaped preforms 2, 3 made from fiber-
reinforced fabric plies. The two essentially L-shaped pre-
forms 2, 3 are semi-finished and are attached to each other to
provide a flange of an aircraft structure (not shown). The two
L-shaped preforms 2, 3 adhere by gluing to a skin 4 of the
skin-stiffener transition 1.

A semi-finished composite gusset filler 5 acts against deb-
onding or delamination of the skin-stiffener transition 1. The
semi-finished composite gusset filler 5 is used to create the
preforms for resin-injected Carbon Fiber Reinforced Plastic
(CFRP) applied for semi-finished skin-stiffener transitions 1
of helicopter airframes, helicopter structural parts, airplane
doors, airplane fuselage and cabin structures and/or non-
aerospace applications. The semi-finished composite gusset
filler 5, the two L-shaped preforms 2, 3 and the skin 4 are
made of the same material. The semi-finished composite gus-
set filler 5 may as well be made of milled foam.

Each of the two L-shaped fiber-reinforced fabric preforms
2, 3 and the skin 4 are conceived as a laminate ply stacking.

Ifatensileload F is applied to the two L.-shaped preformed
fiber-reinforced fabric plies 2, 3 out-of plane stresses may
lead to failure, such as debonding or delamination from the
skin 4 of the skin-stiffener transition 5. The respective lami-
nate ply stackings may collapse if an impact is applied to the
radii at the two L-shaped preformed fiber-reinforced fabric
plies 2, 3 leading to debonding or delamination of the skin-
stiffener transition 5.

According to FIG. 2 corresponding features are referred to
with the references of FIG. 1. The two essentially [.-shaped
preforms 2, 3 of the skin-stiffener transition 1 comprise an
essentially plane, fiber-reinforced flange layer 6. The skin 4 of
the skin-stiffener transition 1 comprises an essentially plane,
right hand fiber-reinforced skin layer 7 and an essentially
plane, left hand fiber-reinforced skin layer 8 made of one or
more single layers, said layers being optionally hafted with
differently oriented fibers, said orientations being preferably
+45°, -45°, +90°.

Both skin layers 7, 8 and the flange layer 6 are provided
with cuts regularly distributed along their respective sides
oriented towards the semi-finished composite gusset filler 5.
The cuts are essentially rectangular and with the same depth
into the respective sides of both skin layers 7, 8 or the flange
layer 6. The respective skin layers 7, 8 comprise at said sides
essentially plane cut outs 9 followed by cut outs 10 bent out of
the intrinsic plains of the respective skin layers 7, 8. At said
side of the flange layer 6 all cut outs 10 are bent out of the
intrinsic plain with one bent cut out 10 followed by a bent cut
out 10 with an opposed curvature. Each cut out 9, 10 at one
side is either bent itself or has next to it at least one bent cut out
10 at said same side of the respective skin layers 7, 8, thus
providing alternating series of bent and non bent cut outs 9, 10
along said same side. The flange layer 6 provides alternating
series of bent cut outs 10 with opposed curvatures along said
one side. The bent cut outs 10 are arranged at the respective
sides of the skin layers 7, 8 and the flange layer 6 like a zip, i.e.
bent cut outs 10 of the skin layer 7 are opposite to non bent cut
outs 9 of the skin layer 8 and the alternating bent cut outs 10
of'the flange layer 6 are arranged to meet the alternating non
bent cut outs 9 of both skin layers 7, 8. As the dimensions of
the alternating bent cut outs 10 and the alternating non bent
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cut outs 9 are the same the alternating bent cut outs 10 fit
smoothly in between the alternating non bent cut outs 9.

The semi-finished composite gusset filler 5 is an equilateral
triangle with two concave sides 11, 12 and an essentially
plane skin-base 13.

According to FIG. 3 corresponding features are referred to
with the references of FIG. 1, 2. The alternating bent cut outs
10 of the flange layer 6 are inserted in between the alternating
bent cut outs 10 of both skin layers 7, 8. A part ofthe skin layer
7 is not shown. The alternating non bent cut outs 9 of both skin
layers 7, 8 are inserted into each other forming a smooth plain.
The semi-finished composite gusset filler 5 is fitted in
between the flange layer 6 and both skin layers 7, 8 and the
alternating bent cut outs 10 of both skin layers 7, 8 and the
flange layer 6 are attached to the two concave sides 11, 12 of
the gusset filler 5 while the alternating non bent cut outs 9 of
both skin layers 7, 8 are attached to the skin-base 13 of the
gusset filler 5.

According to FIG. 4 corresponding features are referred to
with the references of FIGS. 1, 2 and 3. The essentially
rectangular cuts with a length b between each other are having
each a depth allowing the fibers 14 to go straight with an angle
0t'45° from a corner 15 at the respective side of the cut out 9,
10 into both skin layers 7, 8 or the flange layer 6.

According to FIG. 5 corresponding features are referred to
with the references of FIG. 1-4. A tripartite press mold 16
provides a triangular cavity 17 for pre-compacting as prepreg
or pre-shaping as dry fiber material with binder the semi-
finished composite gusset filler 5 under heat to its final geom-
etry.

Method to Manufacture said Skin-Stiffener Transition
Assembly

Said skin-stiffener transition assembly 1 is made as prepreg
or by resin transfer molding with a composite gusset filler 5
conditioned to its final shape. Said method to manufacture
said skin-stiffener transition assembly 1 comprises providing
a skin 4 comprising separated skin layers 7, 8 and two essen-
tially L-shaped preforms 2, 3 comprising a flange layer 6 of
said skin-stiffener transition 1. Cuts are made rectangular
along one side into each of the skin layers 7, 8 and the flange
layer 6 to provide cut outs 9, 10.

Further provided is a semi-finished composite gusset filler
from prepreg or from a bindered material with a defined
layered structure, cut by ultrasonic cutting from said pre-
compacted or pressed preform or by braiding and by subse-
quently pressing under heat to a round or polygonal shape,
preferably a trapezoidal or triangular shape.

Cut-outs 10 are bent out of the intrinsic planes of the skin
layers 7, 8 as alternating series with the remaining non bent
cut outs 9 along the respective one cut side of the skin layers
7, 8. The flange layer 6 is provided with bent cut-outs 10 out
of its intrinsic plane as alternating series with opposed cur-
vatures. The semi-finished, triangular composite gusset filler
5 isarranged in between the alternating series of cut-outs 9, 10
along the respective cut side of each of the skin layers 7, 8 and
the flange layer 6.

The skin layers 7, 8 and the flange layer 6 are arranged in a
way that the flange layer 6 is attached along its cut side to the
composite gusset filler 5 with its one serial of bent cut-outs 10
to one side of the essentially triangular cross section of the
composite gusset filler 5 and with its alternating serial of bent
cut-outs 10 with opposed curvature to another side of the
essentially triangular cross section of the composite gusset
filler 5. The skin layers 7, 8 are arranged in a way that they are
attached along their cut sides to the composite gusset filler 5
with their respective one serial of bent cut-outs 10 to the sides
of the essentially polygonal cross section of the composite
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gusset filler 5 attached to the alternating series of bent cut-
outs 10 with opposed curvatures from the flange layer 6, said
bent cut-outs 10 of the skin layers 7, 8 intersecting respec-
tively from opposed sides with the bent cut-outs 10 with
opposed curvatures from the flange layer 6 along the two
different sides of the essentially triangular cross section of the
composite gusset filler 5. Attachment of said cut-outs 9, 10 of
the skin layers 7, 8 and the flange layer 6 along the different
sides of the essentially triangular cross section of the com-
posite gusset filler 5 are effected by gluing and along the
entire length of the composite gusset filler 5.

The skin layers 7, 8 are further arranged in a way that they
intersect each other along their respective cut sides with their
non bent cut-outs 9 to form a smooth plain, said plain being
attached to the base skin 13 of the composite gusset filler 5.

The skin-stiffener transition assembly 1 with the compos-
ite gusset filler 5 integrated between said skin 4 and said two
L-shaped fiber-reinforced fabric preforms 2, 3 may be pre-
compacted in a mould or may be mounted to a component for
further processing.

REFERENCE LIST

1 skin-stiffener transition

2 L-shaped textile CFRP ply

3 L-shaped textile CFRP ply

4 skin

5 composite gusset filler

6 flange layer

7 right hand fiber-reinforced skin layer
8 left hand fiber-reinforced skin layer
9 cut out

10 bent cut out

11 concave side

12 concave side

13 skin-base

14 fiber

15 corner

16 press form

What is claimed is:

1. A skin-stiffener transition assembly with a skin and two
fiber-reinforced fabric preforms for a flange and a composite
gusset filler integrated between said skin and said two fiber-
reinforced fabric preforms, said composite gusset filler being
preformed to an essentially polygonal cross section, charac-
terized in that the skin comprises two separate skin layers and
the flange comprises a flange layer, each of said skin layers
and said flange layer being provided with cut outs along one
side, at least one of said cut outs being bent relative to at least
one adjacent cut out, and said skin layers and the flange layer
being attached to the composite gusset filler with at least one
of'their cut-outs to one side of the essentially polygonal cross
section of the composite gusset filler and with at least one of
their adjacent cut-outs to another side of the essentially
polygonal cross section of the composite gusset filler.

2. The skin-stiffener transition assembly according to
claim 1, wherein the bent cut-outs are bent with an angle <90°
relative to their respective plains of said skin layers or said
flange layer.

3. The skin-stiffener transition assembly according to
claim 1, wherein the essentially polygonal cross section of the
composite gusset filler is triangular or trapezoidal.

4. The skin-stiffener transition assembly according to
claim 3, wherein the composite gusset filler is cut with a
trapezoidal cross section from a prepreg or pressed com-
pound plate.
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5. The skin-stiffener transition assembly according to
claim 1, wherein the composite gusset filler is rolled from
tapes or tissues and subsequently shaped.

6. The skin-stiffener transition assembly according to
claim 1, wherein the depth of the cut outs are adapted to the
dimensions of the cross section of the composite gusset filler.

7. The skin-stiffener transition assembly according to
claim 1, wherein the lengths b of the cut outs at a side of said
skin layers and said flange layer are adapted for intersection
of said skin layers and said flange layer.

8. The skin-stiffener transition assembly according to
claim 1, wherein the cuts are not rectangular to the side of'said
skin layers and said flange layer.

9. The skin-stiffener transition assembly according to
claim 1, wherein the cut outs have a depth allowing a fiber to
pass at an angle of 45° straight from a corner at the side into
the skin layers or said flange layer.

10. An aerospace component comprising one of a helicop-
ter airframe, helicopter structural part, airplane door, an air-
plane frame and a non-aerospace applications with the skin-
stiffener transition assembly according to claim 1
incorporated therein.

11. A method of manufacture of said skin-stiffener transi-
tion assembly according to claim 1, comprising the steps of:

(a) providing a skin comprising skin layers and a flange

comprising a flange layer;

(b) cutting along one side of each of said skin layers and

said flange layer;

(c) bending open a part or all of the cut-outs along the one

cut side of each of said skin layers and said flange layer;

(d) providing a semi-finished composite gusset filler; and

(e) attaching said cut outs along the cut sides to the com-

posite gusset filler with the bent open cut-outs to at least
one side of the essentially polygonal cross section of the
composite gusset filler and with the remaining cut-outs
to another side of the essentially polygonal cross section
of'the composite gusset filler.

12. The method according to claim 11, characterized by
providing the semi-finished composite gusset filler by ultra-
sonic cutting from a precompacted or pressed preform.
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13. The method according to claim 11, characterized by
providing the semi-finished composite gusset filler by braid-
ing and by subsequently pressing to a round, trapezoidal or
triangular shape.

14. The method according to claim 11, characterized by
gluing said cut outs along the cut sides to the composite gusset
filler.

15. A skin-stiffener transition assembly with a skin, a fiber-
reinforced fabric flange, and a composite gusset filler inte-
grated between the skin and the flange, the composite gusset
filler having an essentially polygonal cross section, the skin
comprising two separate skin layers and the flange compris-
ing a flange layer, each of the skin layers and the flange layer
being provided with cut outs along one side, at least one of the
cut outs being bent relative to at least one adjacent cut out, and
the skin layers and the flange layer being attached to the
composite gusset filler with at least one of their cut-outs to
one side of the essentially polygonal cross section of the
composite gusset filler and with at least one of their adjacent
cut-outs to another side of the essentially polygonal cross
section of the composite gusset filler.

16. The skin-stiffener transition assembly according to
claim 15, wherein the bent cut-outs are bent with an angle
<90° relative to their respective plains of the skin layers or the
flange layer.

17. The skin-stiffener transition assembly according to
claim 15, wherein the depth of the cut outs are adapted to the
dimensions of the cross section of the composite gusset filler.

18. The skin-stiffener transition assembly according to
claim 15, wherein the lengths of the cut outs at a side of the
skin layers and the flange layer are adapted for intersection of
the skin layers and the flange layer.

19. The skin-stiffener transition assembly according to
claim 15, wherein the cuts are not rectangular to the side of the
skin layers and the flange layer.

20. The skin-stiffener transition assembly according to
claim 15, wherein the cut outs have a depth allowing a fiber to
pass at an angle of 45° straight from a corner at the side into
the skin layers or the flange layer.
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